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Field Code Ellefson School/Holt TWP SITS# 32 AD
SITE IDENTIFICATION . .
Map Quad-H at N f)t4 n  Site Name Ellefson School
Map Quad jr Site Name____________________

¡ 1 1

LTL TWP 130 R 96 SEC 16 QQQ 8 QQ 8
LTL TWP R SEC QQQ ........ QQ
LTL TWP R SEC QQQ QQ
LTL TWP R SEC QQQ QQ

UTM N ZONE
UTM E NAD 1927 NAD 1983

City:_____________________________________

Street Number:____________

Street Name: 4th St SW and 7th Ave NW (rural)

Urban Legal Description:

Q 1  
Q _
Q _  
Q

Subsection:
1 = U'A
2 = E%
3 = S%
4 = W%
5 = NE%
6 = SE1/«
7 = SWVa
8 = NW%

SITE DATA
Total # Architectural Features:______ j_______

Fieldwork Date:______11/21/2009

Reconnaissance Survey Intensive Survey

Project Title & Supervisor:

Country Schoolhouse Survey Project
Lorna Meidinger, Architectural Historical, SHSND

Report Title & Authors):

Bonnie Smith, vice-president, Dakota Buttes Historical Society/Museum, Hettinger, ND 
Howard Nelson, Adams County Commissioner, Hettinger, ND

Additional Information:

SHSND USE
Area of Significance 
Area of Significance 
Area of Significance

Ecozone
Ecozone
Ecozone

Z3 Verified Site 
Non-Site

CR Type Z ,

Recorded By Bonnie M. Smith
(First Name & Last Name)

Date Recorded 11/21/2009
(mm/dd/year)

Instructions to complete a digital version of this form: (1) Download a copy to your hard drive; (2) Open the saved
blank copy; (3) Fill out the form; (4) Use the Save As command to rename the form appropriately and save; (5) Print
and submit to SHSND.
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Field Code EHefson Schooi/Hott TWP SITS# 32 AD ________
Complete one Page 2 for each architectural feature at the site.

Architectural Feature # 1

Construction D ate________ Feature Type 9 Condition 4_____

Feature Date J _______  Context _7_____ Plan Shape _5_____

Structural System 25 Primary Exterior 26 Style Gabled Front: Gabled L/T

Original Owner’s Ethnicity 27 Secondary Exterior______  Architect/Builder______

Other Information:

NDCRS ARCHITECTURAL SITE FORM
PAGE 2—Feature Data

Foundation Unmortared prairie stone _______ ____ stories 1

Window Eas* ~ six single sash, double-hung (7th, boarded); west - three boarded; north - two boarded H

Roof/Comice gabled, original cedar shingles__________________________________________

Dating Method(s): personal recollections of land owners_______________________________________  n

Feature Preservation Recommendation(s) (Check all that apply):

___ Individual nomination

___ Contributes to a potential district

___ No nomination potential

___ Will not contribute to a district

__ _ Potential district—feature would be a contributing element if other properties constitute a district

. y  Thematic nomination potential

___ Component of a historic site or landscape

Moved (specify all applicable choices)— a) relocation occurred within a historic period; b) 
recreates original site, orientation, landscape, & spatial relationships; c) compatible in context 

___ with neighboring structures; d) relocation has damaged eligibility

___ Historical associations require further investigation

Recorded By________ Bonnie M. Smith________ Date Recorded 11/21/2009
(First Name & Last Name) (mm/dd/year)

Instructions to complete a digital version o f this form: (1) Download a copy to your hard drive; (2) Open the saved 
blank copy; (3) Fill out the form; (4) Use the Save As command to rename the form appropriately and save; (5) Print 
and submit to SHSND.
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NDCRS ARCHITECTURAL SITE FORM 
PAGE 3—Feature Data

Field Code Eilefson School/Holt TWP SITS# 32 AD__________
1. Feature Description, Integrity, Eligibility:
Feature one is a south-facing, utiltarian gabied wooden structure (20' x 30') with an attached entry (4' x 
5'). Evidence of white paint exists on the horizontal wooden siding. The structure sits on an unmortared 
prairie stone foundation.

Three boarded windows and a coal stove chimney hole are on the west side of the schoolhouse. An 
exhaust pipe on the west roof appears to be from propane heater-days.

The north exterior wall shows possible evidence of two windows, boarded up (see shadow of window 
frame). Six single sash, double-hung windows are on the east side of the structure, with evidence of a 
boarded-up seventh window.

To the left of the main room past the entry, three voting booths have been added at a later date.

The blackboard on the inside southwest wall gives evidence of a Korean agricultural specialist visiting 
the owners of the land, Dan and Gladys Merwin of Hettinger, ND, in I978-79.

Recorded By________ Bonnie M. Smith________ Date Recorded 11/21 /2009
(First Name & Last Name) (mm/dd/year)

Instructions to complete a digital version of this form: (1) Download a copy to your hard drive; (2) Open the saved
blank copy; (3) Fill out the form; (4) Use the Save As command to rename the form appropriately and save; (5) Print
and submit to SHSND.
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Field Code Ellefson School/Holt TWP SITS# 32 AD
Complete one Page 4 for the entire site.

2. Owner’s Contact Information:

Dan and Gladys Merwin
508 11th Ave. N.
Hettinger, ND 58639

NDCRS ARCHITECTURAL SITE FORM
PAGE 4—SITE DESCRIPTION

3. Access (to rural areas):

From Hettinger, ND, travel west on Highway 12 two miles. Turn right (north) on 3rd St SW. Cross the 
bridge. Drive five miles north on that section line. Turn west on 7th Ave NW. Travel west on 7th Ave NW 
one mile to 4th St SW. Turn south. Ellefson School is on the left.

4. Site Area (ft1):_____________________________

5. Site Description:

Ellefson School rests on the open prairie with section lines to the west and north. Shelterbelt trees are on 
the west side of the west section line. An electric power line crosses the land on the north.

Recorded By__ ______Bonnie M. Smith________ Date Recorded 11/21/2009
(First Name & Last Name) (mm/dd/year)

Instructions to complete a digital version of this form: (1) Download a copy to your hard drive; (2) Open the saved
blank copy; (3) Fill out the form; (4) Use the Save As command to rename the form appropriately and save; (5) Print
and submit to SHSND.
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Field Code Ellefson School/Holt TWP SITS# 32 AD__________
6. Summary of All Site Features & Evaluation of Site Significance:
Though humble-looking, the Ellefson School was a vibrant community center for families in this area until 
the mid-twentieth century. Those who attended school there still speak of it with enthusiasm.

NDCRS ARCHITECTURAL SITE FORM
PAGE 5—SITE DESCRIPTION

7. References/Comments:

Adams County Auditor Patricia Carroll, 
Landowners Dan and Gladys Merwin,
Former Adams County Auditor Betty Svihovec 
Former student Mike Ellefson

Recorded By________ Bonnie M. Smith________ Date Recorded 11/21/2009
(First Name & Last Name) (mm/dd/year)

Instructions to complete a digital version o f this form: (1) Download a copy to your hard drive; (2) Open the saved
blank copy; (3) Fill out the form; (4) Use the Save As command to rename the form appropriately and save; (5) Print
and submit to SHSND.
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Field Code ^  j | j H o  1 +  T W p  SITS# 32 /?  £)
Com plete one Attachments Section for the entire site. Include: Topographic m ap (with quad name 
and legal descrip tion), sketch m ap, photographs, and any other attachm ents.

NDCRS SITE FORM
ATTACHMENTS SECTION

U l e v * /

R e c o rd e d  By /??. S r^u td .
(First Name & Last Name)

Date Recorded o o ?
(mm/dd/year)

Instructions to complete a digital version o f this form: (1) Download a copy to your hard drive; (2) Open the saved
blank copy; (3) Fill out the form; (4) Use the Save As command to rename the form appropriately and save; (5) Print
and submit to SHSND.
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Field C ode TLW^£0*5/ f i d l f  Tu/}>. SITS#32

Com plete one Attachments Section for the entire site. Include: Topographic map {with quad name 
and legal descrip tion), sketch map, photographs, and any other attachm ents.

NDCRS SITE FORM
ATTACHMENTS SECTION

V j e s ^ r i / i e w

R e c o rd e d  By
(First Name & Last Name)

Date Recorded fi/ j f  / j  Ô O c41
(mm/dd/year)

Instructions to complete a digital version o f this form: ( t )  Download a copy to your hard drive; (2) Open the saved
•blank copy; (3) Fill out the form; (4) Use the Save As command to rename the form appropriately and save; (5) Print
and submit to SHSND.
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Field C ode ££ \ $ o/vJ /  j * f  TvA/p SITS# 32

Complete one Attachments Section fo r the entire site. Include: Topographic map (with quad name 
and legal descrip tion), sketch map, photographs, and any other attachm ents.

NDCRS SITE FORM
ATTACHMENTS SECTION

A / o r + h

R e c o rd e d  B y  Date Recorded 7 /
(First Name & Last Name) (mm/dd/year)

Instructions to complete a digital version o f this form: (1) Download a copy to your hard drive; (2) Open the saved
blank copy; (3) Fill out the form; (4) Use the Save As command to rename the form appropriately and save; (5) Print
and submit to SHSND.
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Field C ode j l e f s o M  /  / ¿ ¡ I t  S IT S #32

Com plete one Attachments Section fo r the entire site. Include: Topographic map (with quad name 
and legal descrip tion), sketch m ap, photographs, and any other attachm ents.

NDCRS SITE FORM
ATTACHMENTS SECTION

B a s t  v ì& w

Recorded By ¿ ^ 5 ^ * * * * ' ^ ' Dat e Recorded / ¿ O O Q
(First Name & Last Name) (mm/dd/year)

Instructions to complete a digital version o f this form: (1) Download a copy to your hard drive; (2) Open the saved
blank copy; (3) Fill out the form; (4) Use the Save As command to rename the form appropriately and save; (5) Print
and submit to SHSND.
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Field C ode £ | i e f « S 5 > A /  /  ¡40 ( f  SITS#32

Com plete one Attachments Section for the entire site. Include: Topographic map (with quad name 
and legal descrip tion), sketch m ap, photographs, and any other attachm ents.

NDCRS SITE FORM
ATTACHMENTS SECTION

In-fenoc, sau+Kuje$¥ evali blcutdoaard
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{First Name & Last Name) (mm/dd/year)

Instrvctions to complete a digital version o f this form: (1) Download a copy to your hard drive; (2) Open the saved
blank copy; (3) Fill out the form; (4) Use the Save As command to rename the form appropriately and save; (5) Print
and submit to SHSND.


